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Finst Things First
Searching for the next topic in the series “This | Believe,” | spent some time looking back at the
subjects | have addressed in these articles. | decided to search from the beginning of my tenure with

you, and it led me to what | believe is the initial First Fruits article | submitted (September 2017).
Most of that first devotion read:

DEEPLY LOVING
Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love
for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. 1 Peter 1:22

Beloved of the Lord at First Lutheran,

How often we long for a return to those days when it seemed like the moral fiber of our
nation reflected only the righteousness of Christ. Days when the attributes of honesty, integrity,
purity, enterprise (the list could be endless, could it not?) were the norm of our society and
culture. If only... Lamenting the loss of those times we fondly remember cannot change the
course of our world today. In fact, there is little we can do to affect the world at large. We can,
however, seek ways to impact the world nearest us: ourselves, our families, our churches, our
friends and acquaintances, perhaps even our communities. Examining ourselves and offering
our lives to the power of the Holy Spirit, these open the possibility to change our “sorrow into joy,
our mourning into gladness.” (cf. Esther 9:22; Jeremiah 31:13)

Where do we begin? We start with Scripture. The theme verse above, 1 Peter 1:22, directs
us that when we have come to the knowledge of salvation in Christ (obeying the truth) there
comes an immediate result. We love one another deeply, from the heart. Those in whom this
proof appears are the true disciples of Christ (John 13:34-35). This reveals to the world the true
conversion of a sinner. This gospel directive repeats frequently in God’s Word (John 15:12, 17;
Romans 12:10, 13:8; Galatians 5:13; Ephesians 4:2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 4:9, 5:13; 2
Thessalonians 1:3; Hebrews 10:24; 1 Peter 4:8, 5:14; 1 John 3:1,11,283, 4:7,11,12; 2 John 1:5). The
preponderance of this evidence compels us to heed its teaching. | urge all of us to read one of
these verses each day for the coming month” [see the Bible Reading Schedule elsewhere in this
newsletter], asking the Holy Spirit to increase in us the love of Christ for and to one another. Let
the world see us deeply love one another so all will know we are His disciples. If we do love one
another deeply, we will be on the path to changing the world near us.

Another area where we may have less direct influence and impact is the decline of
acceptance of Biblical morality. This epidemic is not only in the world but also in the churches of
our nation. | will examine some teachings of the Bible which are contradicted, corrupted, and
ignored by too many churches. The sermons begin September 6 and continue until November
22. The text of the first message is Ezekiel 33:1-6. Probably, | will “step on many toes,” but | pray |

am able to bring the Gospel abundantly in each message.
b all stems from. this: Slesus loves you and, so do 2! Pastor (rier
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The First School is happy to announce we
are now at the building at 123 W. First St. for
our after-school kids!

We are so very thankful to everyone for
coming to the Dedication Service and our
Ribbon Cutting ceremony and Open House.
It means so much to have support and
prayers with our expansion!

Many Blessings,
Bree Joines
The First School Director

First School Board Meeting -
September 8, 2026
5:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER READINGS

09/06 Ezekiel 33:7-9, Psalm 32:1-7, Romans 13:1-10, Matthew 18:1-20

09/13 Genesis 50:15-21, Psalm 103:1-12, Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-35

09/20 Isaiah 55:6-9, Psalm 27:1-9, Philippians 1:12-14,19-30, Matthew 20:1-16

09/27 Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32, Psalm 25:1-10, Philippians 2:1-4,14-18, Matthew 21:23-27



09/04 Stanley McMillan
09/12 Ty Mathews
09/12 Linda Korenek
09/19 Will Joines

09/20 Luke Langston
09/21 Diego Hernandez
09/21 Adeleigh Labay
09/24 Marilyn Kight
09/26 Sawyer Schoenfield

BAPTISM

09/07 James Herrington
09/12 Jimmy Nielsen
09/13 Will Joines
09/20 Kim Kainer
09/23 Luke Langston
09/25 Emery Langston

l

09/07 Ed & Gloria Campbell
09/27 Shane & Heather Langston

RE. @ U ES TS

Our FLC Family Friends of FLC
Rhonda Atchetee Ada Wang & John
Cora Lee Bishop

Pastor & Alys Grier

James & Sheila Herrington

Marilyn Kight

Kim & Larry Ledwig

Lloyd Nelson

Ashley Schoenberg

Bentley

List will be cleared onthe 1% in Jowwawy, Aprils July
and October. Please help uy stay curvent; call the
office withy changes or additions.

COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, September 21* Pastor Clyde Grier:
6:00 p.m. Phone: 979-541-6173

PRAY FOR
ALL WHO H
SERVE IN

THE US MILITARY

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US

OR

Office hours: Tues & Thurs: 8:00am - 4:30pm
Wed: 8:00am — 12:00pm

Phone: 979-543-5847
Email: office@firstlutheranec.com



http://www.google.com/imgres?q=CHURCH+COUNCIL+CLIP+ART&hl=en&sa=X&tbo=d&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4AURU_enUS498US499&biw=1600&bih=723&tbm=isch&tbnid=VhLD7Uic71AzMM:&imgrefurl=http://evangelicalgallupville.org/index.php?p=1_35_our-council&docid=bmf9UylBYxjYbM&imgurl=http://evangelicalgallupville.org/web_images/church_council_clipart.jpg&w=203&h=202&ei=WO_IUPatDNCyqQHHh4CgBQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=2&vpy=123&dur=42&hovh=161&hovw=162&tx=50&ty=98&sig=115289479634665367942&page=1&tbnh=117&tbnw=119&start=0&ndsp=35&ved=1t:429,r:0,s:0,i:85
mailto:office@firstlutheranec.com

Church Council &
First School Board

What: Joint workshop
When: Saturday, September 12
Time: 9 a.m. to ??

(with lunch)
Focus: Familiarize with
governance documents

First School Board

Tuesday, September 8"
5:30 p.m.

Church Council
Monday, September 21*
6:00 p.m.

22 The LORD spoﬁe to Moses, saying,

23 “Syeaﬁ to Aaron and his sons, saying:
Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You
shall say to them:

24 The LORD bless you and Eegp you;

5 the LORD make his face to shine upon

you and be gmcious to you;

26 the LORD [1ﬁ up his countenance upon
ou and give you peace.

Y GIE o 1

27 %So tﬁey shall put my name on the

Israelites, and 1 will bless them.”

Numbers 6:22-27

A = Always
S = Say

A=A
P = Prayer

LCMC 26t Annual Gathering
October 4-7, 2026

Lutheran Church of Hope
West Des Moines, lowa

Theme: Unleashed

Speakers - Breakout Session Tracks
Fellowship Dinner - Service Project
Meet & Greets
Learn More About LCMC

For more information visit:
www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering



http://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering
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September 2026 ¢

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
wow
Bible Study
6PM
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Worship Service First School wow Joint Church
10:45 AM Board Meeting Bible Study Council/School
w/Communion 5:30PM 6PM Board Workship
9:00AM
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Worship Service wow
10:45 AM Bible Study
6PM
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Worship Service Church Council wow
10:45 AM Meeting Bible Study
w/Communion 6:00PM 6PM
27 28 29 30
Worship Service
10:45 AM

I |
September Responsibilities SEPTEMBER
“ “ FLOWER
ASSISTING MINISTER: Ted Schoenfield CALENDAR
SEXTON: Calvin Borak

USHERS: Doug Mathews, Ed Campbell
ALTAR GUILD: Pat Marek, Ruth Speckels

6th
Open
READER 13t
6t  Cathy Schoenfield Oven
13t Ty Schoenfield P
20" Diane Stewart 20th t
27" Kirk Marek Open
27th
If you are unable to serve on your date, Open

please find someone to take your place.




FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
304 Oscar
El Campo, TX 77437
979-543-5847

Email: office@firstlutheranec.com

ESTABLISHED FEB 1893

Worshipping Christ and Sharing
the Word for over a century.

Clyde Grier, Pastor
Helen Marie Kight, Organist
Christine Richter, Office Manager
Bree Joines, Director of First School

Join us on FACEBOOK or check us out at
www. FIRSTLUTHERANEC.COM

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS: Calvin Borak, Jan Chatel, Lionel Chatel, Will Joines, Karen Kight, Cindy
Mathews & Doug Mathews
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OUR NEWSLETTER (M/elcome
CAN BE FOUND ON Join us on Sunday mornings!
OUR WEBSITE AT Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.

WWW.FIRSTLUTHERANEC.COM



http://www.firstlutheranec.com/
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